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if,

try, and particularly as it is at present
brought down no lower than the year 1714."
Belknap's History is an admirable piece of
work, the first scholarly work of its kind
on this side of the water, and Dr. Belknap
respected his book. To him, as to many of
that generation, a book was a serious under-
taking, and each new one that came was
carefully weighed and its character meas-
ured ; a history of New Hampshire was not
a mere piece of local self-complacency, but a
dignified adventure into a portion of Amer-
ican history hitherto unexplored. The work
expended upon it was as careful and grave
as if the subject had been" the Peloponne-
sian War. Indeed, one of the substantial
evidences of the historic justification of the
war for independence is to be found in the
alacrity with which the scholarly element
in the country busied itself about themes
which were close at hand and connected
with the land of their life.

Literature in its finer forms had but slen-
der encouragement. The absence of easy
communication, the poverty of the people,
the dispersion of the population, gave little
chance for bookstores and circulating libra-